
Appendix I: The Resolution of the Creed
(An outline of the Apostles’ Creed by William Perkins)

The Creed 
has two 
parts.

One, of the 
Actions of faith, 
which are:

The 
Second 
the 
Belief, 
which 
is:

To believe in a thing, as in God, 
and it has three parts:

To believe a thing, and this ac-
tion has two parts:

I.  To believe God as he has revealed     
     himself in his word.
II.  To acknowledge him in particular 
      to be, “my God.”
III.  To put my confidence in him.

I.  To acknowledge the thing.
II.  To apply the thing to my self, as 
      to believe the Church, is, to 
      acknowledge the Church, and 
      that I am a member of it.

God dis-
tinguished 
in three 
persons.

The 
Church, 
described 
by her:

I.  The first is 
    described 
    by:

II.  The second 
     is described 
     by his:

III.  The third person described by his name, Holy Ghost, infolding his office.

I.  Name, Father.
II.  Attribute: Almighty.
III.  Work:  Creator of 
       heaven and earth.

I.  Titles, 
    which are 
    four:

I.  Jesus
II.  Christ
III.  His Son
IV.  Our Lord

II.  Incarnation, 
      and it has 
      two parts:

III.  Estate 
afterward 
of:

The conception, 
where consider:

the 
parts

the cause efficient, the Holy 
Ghost.

I.  The personal 
     union
II.  The sanctification 
      of that mass or 
      lump whereof the 
      body of Christ 
      was framed.

the birth, where is mentioned 
the mother of Christ, described 
her as:

I.  Name:  Mary.
II.  Quality:  a virgin.

Humiliation 
set down:

Generally in these words, Suffered under, etc... 
where is noted the time of suffering, when P. 
Pilate was president of Judah.

By parts, 
which are 
four:

I.  His crucifying.
II.  His death.
III.  His burial.
IV.  His descending into 
       Hell.

Exaltation 
having three 
parts:

I.  His resurrection.
II.  His ascention.
III.  His sitting at his 
Father’s right, etc... 
and it is set forth by 
the:

I.  Place:  Heaven.
II.  Effect:  His 
coming to judg-
ment.

Qualities: I.  Holy.
II.  Catholic.

Prerogatives 
which are 
four:

I.  Communion of saints.
II.  Forgiveness of sinners.
III.  Resurrection of the body.
IV.  Life everlasting
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